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BRIDGE REPAIRS AND REPLACEMENTS AND MAJOR WORKS 

REQUIRED TO THE RIGHTS OF WAY NETWORK IN HAMPSHIRE 

 
The Footpath and Walking Environment Sub Committee of the Hampshire Area of the Ramblers on 4th 
October 2016 agreed that this list should be complied. It is the result of input from Footpath Secretaries for 
the Groups of the Ramblers and some affiliated Groups as stated. It is submitted to Hampshire County 
Council with a request that these works be included in the County Council’s schedule of work. 
 
Countryside Service feedback in red – Footpath Secretary updates in blue – Items to be deleted after next 
FPAWE meeting 
 

ALTON GROUP – No submissions 

ANDOVER RAMBLERS – No submissions 

BASINGSTOKE SOUTH GROUP – No submissions 

CENTRAL EAST HANTS GROUP 

BRIDGE ON BRIDLEWAY NO 63 BRAMSHOTT AND LIPHOOK  

Report from Tony Goodwin of 5 August 2019 – A bridge on this route is in serious disrepair. The 
path is the subject of a Temporary Stopping Up Order from 1 October 2019 to 1st April 2020. 

mailto:eastleighrambler@aol.com
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EASTLEIGH RAMBLERS 

FOOTPATH NO 505 HAMBLE-LE-RICE (added 28 NOVEMBER 2019) 

This path is out of repair because the former boardwalk has been removed because it was 
dangerous and not replaced and the surface destroyed by a combination of human use, cattle 
grazing in the area and tidal flooding of the ditch because of the loss of a non-return flap on the 
outfall. In view of the use by cattle accessing the nearby water trough and ditch it is considered by 
the Eastleigh Ramblers that it would be sensible to bring in base course material to restore the 
surface rather than replace the boardwalk as this might get damaged by the cattle.  

 

Above the situation in 2015 when the boardwalk was out of repair 
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Above a photograph included in the report to Hamble-le-Rice Parish Council following their 2019 
survey of the paths in the Parish.  

Email from Alison Perry Area Countryside Access Manager (south) 14 November 2019 “On a 
positive note, the work will be undertaken by volunteers as an ‘improvement’ and is scheduled to 
take place with both the relevant consents (from Historic England and Natural England), 
landowners permission and volunteer involvement once the path has dried out suitably. This is 
likely to be next year, when the weather improves. 

FOOTPATH 719 FAIR OAK AND HORTON HEATH (ADDED 28 February 2022) 
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During the winter months the first 40 metres of this path from the Botley Road gets flooded by 
standing water that does not get away because the ditch along the east side of the Botley Road 
going south has not been maintained and it has been reported to the Eastleigh Ramblers that the 
County Council severed the flow of the ditch when they constructed the Denham roundabout to 
the south and resolving that issue would be very expensive. The only solution appears to raise the 
level of the path by importing material but retaining pipework underneath to enable water to flow 
south. This issue was reported in 2020 and has maintenance code 32296. 
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MEON GROUP 

 

On Boarhunt 6 or 7 there is still a wet marshy area that needs a bridge or boardwalk 
installing. I have sunk a number of logs and masonry in place to alleviate the problem, but 
this is not a satisfactory long-term solution. Probably the cheapest solution would be a 
bridge or boardwalk of about 8 metres length. (Update of 12 September 2017) 
 

Southwick and Widley 22 at SU 659085 in Newlandsmoor Coppice near E entrance to wood. The 
bridge on Southwick & Widley 22 has now been replaced. Now really needs some work on the 
approaches, particularly on the west side. This has been promised but not yet done. 

NEW FOREST RAMBLERS – No submissions 

 

NORTH HAMPSHIRE DOWNS GROUP – No submissions 
 
NORTH EAST HANTS GROUP 
 
EVERSLEY FP 24 NEAR FOX LANE, EVERSLEY CROSS. SU 8016 6142 (ADDED 5 MARCH 
2019) 
  
This path is on the 3 Castles Path. The section east of Fox Lane is subject to severe flooding in 
winter time and after periods of heavy rain. The worst section is in a natural hollow with no obvious 
outlet for accumulated water. An elevated board walk is recommended as the best solution. Other 
parts of this section of the path are also subject to flooding which could be addressed by raising 
the level with scalpings. Photographs below. 
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HARTLEY WINTNEY FP 41 (ADDED 5 MARCH 2019) 
  
Perennial Flooding just East of where the path crosses a lane. SU 7531 5713. Board walk or 
raised elevation with scalpings required. Photograph below. 
 
1 November 2021 - HCC has improved the drainage of the area, but we will monitor over the 
winter to see if the problem remains. Andy Tyas 
 

 
  
 
YATELEY COMMON – There are three bridleways that are very often waterlogged and where 
attention to the surface is required. Added 10 December 2019. 
 

Bridleway 20b/4 PROW 935507 

Junction BW 20b and BW23 SU 8275 5957 
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Junction BW 20b and BW27 SU 8292 5956

 

 



HAMPSHIRE AREA of the 

 

P a g e  10 | 24 
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Bridleway 28 PROW 275867 

From SU 8310 5975 to GR 8320 5963 
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Bridleway 30 PROW 843533 

At SU 8325 5956 

 



HAMPSHIRE AREA of the 

 

P a g e  14 | 24 
 

 

PORTSMOUTH RAMBLERS – No submissions 

RINGWOOD AND FORDINGBRIDGE FOOTPATH SOCIETY 

Need site inspection plus follow up review with Footpath Society (20170411) 

A collection of problems in the parish of Ellingham, Harbridge & Ibsley. This location within the New Forest 
is heavily used by tourists in the summer months attracted not only by its scenic beauty but the caravan 
park and two highly popular pubs at Linwood and High Corner. These paths should therefore be easy to 
use specially to create a good experience for tourists. 
  
The overall problem is the lack of crossings, or the poor maintenance of crossings, over Dockens Water 
and the bog to the north of it between the footbridge GR SU 1629 0841 & the footbridge at SU 1946 1118. 
The eastern footbridge is on Crown Land and therefore not a Right of Way. 
  
The first crossing point going east from SU 1629 0841 is at SU 1731 0899 involving FP 717. This is a new 
bridge installed by HCC Rights of Way and the approaches to it were improved by National Trust. 
The approach paths have since deteriorated due to lack of ditch maintenance, causing the paths to be 
under water or have deep mud for much of the year. Walkers are now using the banks to get around the 
problem causing severe erosion. This has been reported to HCC and NT, who did some minor ditch 
clearance but with little effect. See pictures below. 
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It was agreed at a meeting with the South Team on 11 July 2017 that the Ranger Team would contact the 
National Trust to arrange for drainage ditches to be cleared and surface scraped where necessary 
  
The next crossing, involving FP 19 & FP 33, is at SU 1788 0962 where a fine bridge leads immediately into 
an impassable bog on the northern side. HCC were served with a notice for failure to maintain this route by 
New Forest Ramblers. Following a site visit involving Ramblers Head Office, HCC Rights of Way and a 
HCC Solicitor it was agreed that New Forest Ramblers would suspend, but not drop, the action against 
HCC if the crossing at SU 1731 0899 was improved. The crossing of this bog is still a major concern as a 
signpost on the south side leads to the walkway and fine bridge at SU 1788 0962 then into the bog. At 
some time, it is likely that someone will attempt this crossing and get trapped in the bog. 

 
FOOTPATH NOS 4 AND 15 ELLINGHAM, HARBRIDGE AND IBSLEY 
 
The next crossing involving FP 4 & FP 15 is at SU 1818 0994. Again, the problem is to the north of 
the bridge crossing the bog. A number of railway sleepers have been laid on the paths at the worst 
points, but it is extremely difficult to get from the bridge to them and for the major part of the year 
impossible. 
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FOOTPATH 15 ELLINGHAM, HARBRIDGE AND IBSLEY 
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The next crossing is at SU 1861 1032. This is not on a Right of Way, but three Rights of Way to the North 
West (FP 9, FP 10 & FP 14) are effectively cul-de-sac paths, as for most of the year it is almost impossible 
to get to the bridge from them. To improve this route would require work on Crown Land. 
  
The next two crossings at SU 1946 1118 & SU 2067 1175 are usually passable and neither involve a Right 
of Way. 
 
 
Ellingham Harbridge and Ibsley Footpath 5 and Hyde Footpath 774 
 
Hyde 774 is the subject of a Temporary Closure Order from 30 September 2019 to 30 March 2020 
 
The bridge between E.H. & I. Footpath 5 and Hyde Footpath 774 was removed in 2009 and a Temporary 
Closure notice was in force until 1/4/2009. We have no record of this being renewed. On CAMS it is listed 
as a project code 08174 dated 14/8/2013. We have complained many times about this bridge not being 
replaced. Many locals from Gorley used to use it as a route to the bus stop on the A338. While the bridge 
has been missing all the structures have fallen into a poor state of repair. 
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Charford Drove – missing link between Breamore Woods, the Breamore Line and wider connections to the 
New Forest. At a meeting with the South Team on 11 July 2017 it was agreed that Helen Barber would 
work with the Definitive Map Team to establish route options that were being explored and progressed by 
Colm Piper. South Team to discuss with the Breamore Estate options along Charford Drove or a route in 
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the adjoining field. Long term aspiration, but no opportunity for permissive or dedication with current land 
owner (20180110) 
 
Damerham Parish – A number of informal agreements and informal diversions have resulted in a number 
of routes on the Definitive Map not being available on the ground. It was agreed at a meeting with the 
South Team on 11 July 2017 that Helen Barber and Lisa Wood would review issues on CAMs and work 

with the Footpath Society to prioritise solutions. Reports being drawn from CAMs. Issues to be 
prioritised by SCAR. Immediate priority – 50 metres of boardwalk on FP 49. Team working with 
Parish to deliver. 11.5k secured (20180109) 
 

ROMSEY RAMBLERS 

Squabb Woods – The Test Way is in poor condition with significant drainage issues. It was 
agreed at a meeting with the South Team on 11 July 2017 that The Ranger Team would 
review the situation and establish a prioritised work program to be discussed with the 
Romsey Group before finalising. This may require significant funding. 
 
Mike Arney, Tom Radford & myself attended a meeting at Viridor 1/4/19.  Ramblers group, local 
residents, PC TVBC & HCC were represented.  Viridor wanted the meeting to understand what 
their plans were over the next couple of years when they hope to close their interests at the infill 
site. We, the Ramblers, were very concerned that water draining from 2 ponds to the north and 
one pond the east would overflow into channels running into the River Test via The Test Way 
footpath.  The Viridor site, as well as the Squabb Wood area of the Test Way, is owned by 
Broadlands it seems.  (The whole drainage system here seems to be linked to the flooding on the 
Test Way footpath.  This is my opinion!)  We asked  the meeting if the drainage of the Viridor site 
and the problems with the Test Way could be addressed in a holistic fashion to look forward to a 
positive outcome.  A liaison between the Raymond Brown Co. & Broadlands Estate management 
would be essential for this.  The Broadlands manager unfortunately died in December so progress 
has had to recommence.  We are working with HCC on this project. Pat Boulting 22 May 2019 
 
 Helen Barber is working on a plan. Delivery will require additional investment for 
boardwalks, drainage and surfacing. As discussed with RA – Longer term program. 
(20180109) Romsey Ramblers had a site meeting with Helen Barber SCAR on 23 March 2018. A 
series of meetings have been held during 2017. They include a meeting arranged by Jonathan 
Wood with his SW team and Rambler Groups. Helen provided an action plan for Squabb Wood to 
be implemented over 2 years. Photographic evidence was provided by RR. We have been 
successful in getting the enthusiastic support of Raymond Brown, who are operating the nearby 
quarry.  We have attended two liaison meetings when the attendees, local parish chairman and 
the county council ward member, Roy Perry gave support for our efforts. Also, we have reported to 
local action groups, Romsey Forum & Romsey Futures, which is led by Test Valley BC. Helen, 
together, with the section head, Owen Devine, are to meet with Raymond Brown, to agree a Sec. 
106 funding arrangement. It was agreed that Romsey Ramblers would undertake minor 
improvements to vegetation and ditches. 
The path conditions are the worst  I have seen in 50 years. It is worth noting improvement work 
undertaken by HCC in the past is in fairly good condition. (23 March 2018) 
 
Summary of discussions about the poor condition of FPs 4 & 5 in Squabb Wood 6.4.2018. 
PM = Philip Marshall 
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1. A survey to be carried out by Broadlands Estate as to the condition of the drainage in this 

part of the wood at present and to clear channels & redirect water, where possible, away 

from the footpaths.  Work should be possible in the months of July/August to prepare the 

path for resurfacing. 

2. Also, a thorough check on the Broadlands boundary within the woods to be carried out. 

3. Funds & materials to be discussed by PM with HCC, Raymond Brown Co., with possible 

grant claim from the Lottery Fund.   (N.B. Raymond Brown Co. will have a limited time 

frame of about 3 years) 

4.  Helen Barber, SCAR-south, HCC to be contacted by PM in order to work together on 

procedure as HCC have accepted responsibility for improving the bridges within 

Squabb Wood. 

5. PM suggested a 30m wide ride to be cut out either side the path to help air & light dry the 

wet conditions there.  The length would be along FP5 from the stile to the junction with FP 4 

a length of approximately 800m. 

6. Until this work has been completed by PM, he advised that no other work should be 

attempted except the work of Romsey Ramblers who have volunteered to keep the 

vegetation cut back along both footpaths.   

Pat Boulting, Access Officer, Romsey Group. 
 
Ria Loveridge has agreed to organise a surface up-lift on a small section (30m) of the Test Way 
through Squabb Wood. This will still leave large sections of unwalkable path. Broadlands position 
is unknown since the death of Phillip Marshall. – Mike Arney 18 December 2018 
 
We are pleased to report that the Romsey Ramblers volunteers have cut a new line out through 
the rhododendrons at the junction of the walked FP 5 & 4 in Squabb Wood, on the original line of 
FP5. 
Ria Loveridge (Community Engagement Ranger) has had a meeting with Philip Marshall's 
replacement, (Broadlands manager who died)( we haven't been given the name of the new 
manager),  who has agreed to the up-lift of the walked section (FP4).  The work is to be done by 
the S/W  Access Team & Raymond Brown & Co.  Mike Bush confirmed in a meeting last week 
with a Raymond Brown rep that all three parties are back in touch again and that they hope to 
proceed this year with agreed plans. 
This will possibly leave the rest of the Test Way through Squabb Wood still in a very poor 
condition. Pat Boulting 16 March 2019. 

May 31st 2019 

A meeting was held at Broadlands Estate Office at the invitation of Jonny Bass, Estate Manager, with Mike 
Arney, FP Officer, Mike Bush, Chairman & Pat Boulting, Access Officer, all of The Ramblers, Romsey 
Group. 

Due to the unfortunate death of Philip Marshall with whom we were dealing, Mike Arney asked for a new 
meeting with the Broadlands Estate Management. 

This meeting was arranged with the intention of updating the management on the severity of the drainage 
problems on the Test Way footpath in Squabb Wood.  With maps, the HCC proposals and the roles played 
by the companies of Viridor (recycling & waste) & Raymond Brown,  
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(gravel & sand extractors), the present situation was discussed.  We emphasised the important roles of 
these companies as they have offered assistance but that this assistance will be on a limited timescale as 
both are moving from the area in the next few years. 

Jonny Bass now has a copy of the HCC proposals, as created by Helen Barber, and will take these to his 
management & be in touch with Helen as to the way forward.    

We await the result of these proposals, saying that Romsey Ramblers will assist in any way possible. 

UPDATE 6 September 2019 Message from Mike Arney to Ria Loveridge 

You will be pleased to learn our group volunteers have spent over 70 
hours clearing vegetation form the “walked” path, junction FP 5 leading 
back to the A27. There is approximately 80 m of “walkable” path with 
overgrown rhododendron near to the edge of the R B field left to do at 
some time. 

The proposed surface up-lift, The Test Way; It would appear for reasons 
not disclosed this job is not going ahead. Mike Bush our chairman has 
suggested that we look at the section east of the junction. As this is on 
higher ground, with drainage put in a surface up-grade could be 
completed without too much difficulty. We feel it is important to keep 
Raymond Brown involved. If you feel you can support this proposal, we 
would suggest a site meeting as soon as possible with Broadlands, 
ourselves and R B.  

I understand Jonny Bass, Estate Manager, Broadlands 
has been in contact with Helen, but has nothing to 
report. 
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Fishlake Meadows – There has been a long-term ambition of Romsey Ramblers to complete a 
circular route around the Fishlake Meadows the outstanding matter being a link between Footpath 
Nos 502 and 9 Romsey Extra. It was agreed at a meeting with the South Team on 11 July 2017 
that Sam Jones would work with Test Valley Borough Council who now own the site and the 
Hampshire Wildlife Trust who manage the land for them to progress those network aspirations. 

Summary of a meeting Romsey Ramblers had with Hampshire Wildlife Trust on 
19th February 2018 1.30pm-3.00pm 
The Old Court House, Romsey 
concerning the development by the Trust of Fishlake Meadows. 
CONCLUSION 

1. FPs 9 & 10 will be upgraded. 
2. Access and car parking will be improved. 
3. A circular route &/or the reopening of FP 502 must be a continual challenge but the 

Ramblers will continue to work with HIWWT on this project. 
4. Romsey Ramblers offered to support the work of HIWW and will volunteer a task force 

whenever they are needed. 
5. A Visitors Centre will be a future consideration. 

Pat Boulting, Access Officer, Romsey Group 

FOOTPATH NO 9 ROMSEY EXTRA - The problem here is that this path is partly administered by 
H&IoW WT around Fishlake meadows in Romsey, and being kept well under this management. 
The problem section is where the FP leaves the WT area & goes towards the A 3057 towards The 
World of Water.  HCC fitted a short BW section which got broken.  This section has now reverted 
to 15m length of deep mud.  The problem has been recorded on CAMS and is an HCC problem. 
The surface needs to be restored to a useable condition. Now that Fishlake Meadows is so 
improved as a beautiful walk out of Romsey, the problem is that HCC are not fulfilling their 
obligation to make this a mud free circuitous route for families without suitable footwear & 
pushchairs. (19 February 2020) 
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SOUTHAMPTON RAMBLERS – No submissions 

SOUTHEAST RAMBLERS GROUP – No submissions 

WALTHAM GROUP – Andy Hayes – No submissions 

WINCHESTER GROUP – Alan Marlow – No submissions. 


